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offer of mediation for the purpose of bringing about a direct
Conference of the belligerents, and will recommend similar
course to her Allies. We wish our acceptance of offer, as well
as offer itself, 4o be treated as quite secret.
" A public announcement of our peace terms is at present
impossible, now that Entente has published their peace terms
which aim at the degradation and annihilation of Germany and
her Allies, and have been characterized by President himself as
impossible. We cannot regard them as bluff, as they entirely
agree with professed opinions of enemy Powers expressed not
only*before, i>ut afterwards. They also correspond exactly
with the objects for which Italy and Rumania entered the waf,
and as regards Turkey, with the assurances made on behalf of
Russia by both England and France. So long as these war aims
of our enemies are publicly maintained, it would be impossible
to interpret public announcement of our own peace terms, as
anything else than a sign of weakness which at present does
not exist, and would only lead to a prolongation of the war.
In order to give President Wilson a proof of out confidence,
however, tell him just for his own private information the
terms on which we should have been prepared to take part
in peace negotiations, if the Entente had accepted our offer of
peace on the i2th December, 191(?.
" The restitution to France of that part of Upper Alsace
occupied by her. The acquisition of a strategical and economic
safety-frontier-zone, separating Germany and Poland from
Russia.
" Colonial restitution in the form of an understanding which
would secure Germany colonial possessions compatible with the
size of her population and the importance of her economic
interests.
*' Restoration of those parts of France occupied by Germany,
on condition that certain strategic and economic modifications
of the frontier be allowed, as also financial compensation.
" Restitution of Belgium under definite guarantees for the
safety of Germany, which would have to be determined by means
of negotiations with the Belgian Government.
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